
CLIENT:   FRIAR PARK MILLENNIUM CENTRE
SOLUTION:   TARAFLEX® SPORTS FLOORING & TARAFLEX® EVOLUTION
LOCATION:   WEDNESBURY

The Friar Park Millennium Centre in 
Wednesbury was in dire need of a 
fast-track refurbishment for their 
leisure facility. 

The existing Linoleum was unsafe 
and not fit for purpose for the 
various activities that needed to 
take place in the sports hall for the 
local community. It was also beyond 
economical repair and would need to 
be replaced with an alternative and 
affordable solution. Gerflor’s Taraflex® 
sports flooring would be specified for 
this prestigious project.

The client chose Taraflex® Evolution in 
‘London Light Blue,’ thanks to it being 
extremely durable and hard-wearing, 
whilst not compromising on delivering 
the necessary safety and comfort for 
facility users. Over 300m2 of Taraflex® 
Olympic pedigree sports surface 
was installed, providing a solution to 
all the needs for the specific project 
specification.

Friar Park Millennium Centre was 
built for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of the Friar Park neighbourhood, 
the town of Wednesbury and the 
wider area of Sandwell. The charity 
manages, maintains, and develops 
the community centre to ensure that 
the building provides a welcoming, 
accessible, and safe environment for 
all sections of the community.

The charity that runs the centre aims 
to be responsive to the changing 
needs of the community by maximising 
the use of the recreational facilities 
which are open to everyone, and by 
providing activities which promote 
health and wellbeing, lifelong learning 
opportunities, economic opportunities, 
regeneration, and community safely. 
The Sports Hall has a multi-purpose 
mission, this includes providing 
activities for younger generations such 
as youth clubs, sports & dance. 
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Friar Park Millennium 
Centre Wednesbury 
specify Taraflex® sports 
flooring from Gerflor.

Aaron Jennings, Estimating Manager, Pinnacle Flooring

“
”

     Our client ‘Friar Park Millennium Centre’ are 
extremely delighted with the final result. The installation 
of Gerflor’s Taraflex sports flooring has surpassed the 
end users’ expectations. 



For further information on Gerflor’s extensive range of flooring solutions please contact us:

There are also other services supplied 
for the locally retired/vulnerable 
people in community, who wish to 
participate in other forms of exercise 
and leisure, as well as holding social 
networking and entertainment events 
such as Bingo.

Julie Jones, CEO of Friar Park 
Millennium Centre commented, “The 
existing linoleum floor in our sports 
hall was lifting and not fit for purpose. 
I wrote a bid to Sport England and was 
successful, which enabled us to have 
the renovation work carried out.”

Chris Newey, Gerflor Area Sales 
Manager, West Midlands said at the 
time, “The Friar Park project came about 
because the linoleum floor covering 
that needed replacing, was beyond 
economical repair and it was becoming 
a potential hazard and dangerous for the 
Leisure Facility Users.”

Julie Jones, CEO of Friar Park 
Millennium Centre also added, “When 
looking at what was available in the 
market for a sports surface that would 
meet the stringent requirements of 
our facility, and when getting the 
quotes together, Gerflor were timely 
and professional in their responses. 
They demonstrated to me well, that 
the Taraflex sports flooring is world-
renowned for its hard- wearing and 
durability qualities. It was important 
for the specification, that the chosen 
indoor sports surface was able to also 

perform in a multi-purpose hall for the 
various activities that we hold.

“The sports flooring would also need 
to consistently deliver safety and 
comfort for all our users, regardless 
of their ages and ability when 
participating in various sporting and 
leisure activities in the Leisure Centre. 
Taraflex meets all these requirements.” 
The installation element of the Friar 
Park project was undertaken by 
Birmingham-based Pinnacle Flooring 
Ltd, who are an accredited flooring 
specialist in commercial flooring 
and hygienic wall cladding. Working 
directly with leading manufacturers, 
they know the market inside out to 
bring customers a range of flooring 
solutions for a vast range of projects. 

With a wealth of experience across a 
wide range of sectors such as school 
flooring and sports flooring, they have 
an unrivalled reputation amongst their 
clients for quality, trust, and expertise.

Commenting on the Friar Park 
installation Aaron Jennings, Estimating 
Manager, Pinnacle Flooring said,“The 
project came about as we have 
an exceptionally good working 
relationship with Gerflor, and we are 
proud to have installed Taraflex in 
many sites across the UK. We are 
familiar with the product range and its' 
ease of install. The installation itself 
took only about one week using two of 
our highly experienced fitters.”

On specification and specific 
challenges Aaron Jennings went 
on to further comment, “As on 
most refurbishment projects, there 
is always uncertainty with floor 
preparation, which can always bring a 
challenge. However, on this occasion 
there were no hiccups, and everything 
went according to the plan.”

Aaron Jennings finally said, “Our 
client ‘Friar Park Millennium Centre’ 
are extremely delighted with the final 
result. The installation of Gerflor’s 
Taraflex sports flooring has surpassed 
the end users’ expectations. We would 
certainly specify Gerflor products on 
future projects due their high levels of 
quality and extreme durability.”

Chris Newey concluded. “The 
customer is really pleased with their 
new Taraflex sports floor, which has 
totally transformed the hall giving it a 
fresh and contemporary look that will 
last for many years to come.”

Julie Jones, CEO of Friar Park 
Millennium Centre, ended by saying, 
“This iconic refurbishment was 
absolutely necessary for all the 
users of the facility today and also 
the future generations of tomorrow. 
We are confident that our choice in 
selecting Gerflor’s Taraflex sports 
flooring will future proof our building 
interiors and we would definitely 
specify Gerflor products for other 
future projects.”
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